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1. Vulnerability and Equality - public lecture by eminent US legal theorist     Martha Fineman, UCD School of Law

UCD Equality Studies Centre, School of Social Justice and the UCD School of Law is hosting a public lecture on “Vulnerability and Equality” by Professor Martha Fineman. This lecture will be chaired by Dr. Alpha Connelly, founding Chief Executive of the Irish Human Rights Commission.

Date: 3rd July, 2008

Venue: A003 Health Sciences Building, UCD Belfield Campus

Time: 5 p.m.

For more information please go to http://www.ucd.ie/socialjustice/news.htm
2. Unanimous decision condemns Canada's role in 'illegal process' 

On Friday 6 June 2008, the Supreme Court of Canada ordered Canadian authorities to hand over secret files it shared with the United States on Omar Khadr, ruling that the normal practice of staying out of international investigations does not apply to the young terrorist suspect because Canada participated in an illegal process. By making the product of its interviews of Mr. Khadr available to U.S. authorities, Canada participated in a process that was contrary to Canada's international human rights obligations, according to the 9-0 ruling. Khadr is the only Canadian being detained at the U.S. military prison in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where he faces five war-crimes charges.

Normally Canadian officials are not bound by Charter of Rights constraints in conducting investigations abroad, in keeping with the principle of respecting other nation’s laws. But the Court said that legal tenet does not apply in this case because the U.S. Supreme Court has already decided that the process at Guantanamo Bay did not comply with either U.S. domestic or international law. 

Consequently, Khadr, in keeping with Canada's commitment to international law and fundamental human rights, is permitted under the Charter of Rights guarantee of life, liberty and security of the person to have access to records that the prosecution has to mount a case against him. With his present and future liberty at stake, Canada is bound by the principles of fundamental justice and is under a duty of disclosure, the Court ruled. For more information on this case, read the judgment at http://scc.lexum.umontreal.ca/en/2008/2008scc28/2008scc28.html
3. Amendments to the Counter-Terrorism Bill would breach human rights law, joint committee on human rights warn
The UK Joint Committee on Human Rights believes that the 42-day pre-charge detention for terrorism suspects is in breach of British human rights law. The additional safeguards set out by  the UK government did not include any additional judicial safeguards for the individual at hearings to extend their detention. The lack of proper judicial safeguards at such hearings is one of the main reasons why extending the maximum period of pre-charge detention to 42 days would be in breach of the right to liberty in article 5 of the European Convention on Human Rights, it said. 

Europe's human rights commissioner Thomas Hammarberg, is also to write to Gordon Brown this week warning him that the proposal to detain terror suspects for up to 42 days without charge is an "excessive" measure that will put Britain "way out of line" with the rest of Europe and will prove counter-productive
Under current UK anti-terror laws, one can be detained and questioned by police for up to 28 days without being charged – seven times the limit for someone suspected of murder. The Government is proposing to extend this even further. The UK already has the longest period of pre-charge detention in the western world. For further information please read the news report http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2008/jun/05/terrorism.houseofcommons
4. Age bias victim to get £70,000 

A man aged 58 was turned down for two sales posts with a Belfast timber firm in 2006. He took the case to an industrial tribunal with the help of the NI Equality Commission in January. The tribunal said there was a link between the issue of age and the concept of "drive". The tribunal drew an inference of discrimination from the use in the recruitment advertisement of the phrase "youthful enthusiasm". It concluded that "but for his age (Mr McCoy) would more probably than not have been selected for one of the two posts." 

The tribunal's decision that he was the victim of age discrimination was the first in Northern Ireland since the Employment Equality (Age) Regulations were introduced. The tribunal had scheduled a hearing on remedies in the case, but the parties agreed a settlement by which the firm will pay Mr. McCoy £70,000 and agreed to liaise with the Equality Commission regarding their practices and procedures. 

Eileen Lavery of the Equality Commission said that the settlement emphasized for all employers that they must treat issues of age discrimination seriously. "Decisions about recruitment, or any other matters in the workplace, should not be based on assumptions about the capacity or suitability of individuals just because of their age," she said. 

5. Google accused of breaching online Privacy Protection Act
Privacy groups, including the Electronic Privacy Information Centre, the World Privacy Forum, Consumer Action and the ACLU of Northern California are accusing Google of violating California law in its reluctance to provide a direct link to its privacy policy on its homepage. The search engine giant is being asked to write the word "privacy" alongside other information links.  The California Online Privacy Protection Act 2003 requires any commercial website that collects personal information about its users to "conspicuously post its privacy policy on its website". Google however maintains that it is not in breach of the 2003 Act and that its privacy policy can be found by going through its search engine or by clicking on "About Google". 
6. Turkish Court rules that gay rights group violated family protection laws
A leading Turkish gay rights group will fight a court ruling that ordered it be closed for "violating morality". Lambda, which has become increasingly vocal in calling for gay, lesbian and transgender rights in Turkey, says it will appeal against the decision. The court said the group must be closed, following a complaint, initiated by the Istanbul governor's office, that Lambda violated laws on the protection of the family, and an article banning bodies "with objectives that violate law and morality". 
Homosexuality is not illegal in Turkey, but many gay and transgender people complain of discrimination. A report last week by Human Rights Watch highlighted extensive harassment and called for legal reforms. 
7. Violation of Roma Right to Education, rules ECtHR

The European Court of Human Rights unanimously held in the case of Sampanis and others v. Greece, that the treatment of a group of Roma school children by the Greek authorities violated Article 14 ECHR (prohibition of discrimination) taken together with Article 2 of Protocol No. 1. The children had, due to enrollment difficulties, missed a full year of primary school education and, subsequently, were placed in preparatory classes in a separate building in the Greek town of Aspropyrgos. On the first point, the Court considered that the school should have paid particular attention to the vulnerable position of the Roma and should have facilitated the Roma's enrollment. The Court held that under Article 14, authorities should sometimes give different treatment to certain groups to correct inequalities. On the second point, the Court found that there were neither clear criteria nor assessments on the basis of which children were placed in separate classes. Although the Court accepted that preparatory classes to help children adjust to the ordinary school system could be justified, the selection of children should be based on non-discriminatory criteria. The Greek argument, that the parents had consented to such placement, was countered by the Court in holding that the possiblity to waive one's right not to be discriminated on the basis of race was not acceptable. In addition, the Court found that no effective remedy existed on the national level (violation of Article 13 ECHR). Each applicant was awarded E6000 in non-pecuniary damages.

8. Inequality in forensic evidence could lead to miscarriage of justice

A top Dublin solicitors firm has called for the establishment of an independent forensic science service for the sole use of defence in Ireland.   Failure to do so can and will leave the Irish legal system open to the risk of miscarriage of justice, it claims. Speaking at a seminar on Forensic Science and Irish Trials, that took place on 5 June 2008 at the Law Society Education Centre, Bobby Eagar, partner with Garrett Sheehan & Partners,  said that defence lawyers seeking to use forensic evidence or seeking independent testing of prosecution evidence must go to other jurisdictions for any comprehensive service.  This was adding unnecessary costs and obstacles to defence teams. “The Irish Constitution sets out that every person is equal before the law,” Eagar stated.  “Yet, defence lawyers and defendants are faced with the situation whereby forensic science analysis, so essential to so many modern trials, is for all intents and purposes the preserve of the prosecution only.  This leaves the Irish courts open to the risk of miscarriages of justice.” “Surely accused persons facing the huge resources of the Irish State are also entitled to an equal and independent forensic service established by the State?”  
The Forensic Science Laboratory, which was established in 1975, is described as an independent service.  In effect, however, it works for the Gardaí, the Director of Public Prosecutions and other State agencies.  The laboratory is not available to carry out examinations for private citizens.   Even if it was, it would not make sense for one agency to carry out tests for both sides in a trial, Eagar explained.   For more information on the seminar, please contact Edel Hackett at ehackett@eircom.net
9. Irish Refugee Council seeking a Legal Intern
The legal internship is a full-time position on an 11-month FAS scheme. Candidates for the internship are expected to be available for 11 months on a full-time basis. Candidates for the legal internship are expected to have:
· A law degree

· Familiarity with refugee and human rights law;
· Excellent interpersonal and communication skills; 
· Ideally, knowledge of a second language, in addition to English;
· Ability to work on own initiative and as a member of a team 

As part of this internship the Intern would be required to provide legal information to asylum seekers, make appropriate referrals to other agencies for asylum seekers/refugees and follow new developments in refugee law and policy. In addition to this the Intern is required to undertake research and analysis of legal issues as required  and support Legal Officer in ongoing analysis and lobbying on the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill, 2008.

The applications comprising a cover letter of one page and a CV of not more than 3 pages should be sent by email to maureen@irishrefugeecouncil.ie (subject: IRC Legal Internship) to be received by not later than 5pm on 25 June 2008. Interviews, in Dublin, will be scheduled for Monday, 30 June and Tuesday, 01 July and the selected candidate/s will ideally commence on Monday, 04 August 2008. For more information please contact Maureen Kirkpatrick, Legal Officer at telephone: 353-1- 873 0042 or email at maureen@irishrefugeecouncil.ie 
10. FLAC Public Interest Law Seminar, 20 June 2008
FLAC is organising a half-day Public Interest Law Seminar on 20 June 2008. The Irish and international speakers will discuss the work of their organisations and reflect on the relevance of Public Interest Law in society today. The event will be co-chaired by FLAC's Noeline Blackwell and Prof Walter Walsh of the University of Washington, Seattle. 

Registration is free - just e-mail your interest  to piln@flac.ie , stating your name/organisation. For more information on the programme, including speakers and topics, please visit
http://www.flac.ie/events/index/1211211436644911.html
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